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SciTech Development Enabling Proven Cancer Therapies - Fenretinide & nanoFenretinide
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YouTube URL: https://www.youtube.com/embed/tSLzhQmsjDw 
Description: Fenretinide drug formulation ST-001 nanoFenretinide offers increased hope for cancer sufferers. Earle Holsapple, SciTech President, interviewed by SoundAffects.org For more info visit http://www.scitechdevelopment.com and http://soundaffects.org 
Video Transcript: What is the critical gap in cancer treatment that you are addressing? 
SciTech Development, LLC has developed a new approach for treating T-cell Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma (NHL) using a tested, proven, drug, called fenretinide.  This drug was traditionally designed and tested in the prevention of breast cancer and shows promise as a treatment for many other cancers including ovarian, prostate, cervical, lung, renal, bladder, breast, glioma, skin, head and neck carcinoma, neuroblastoma, and Ewing’s sarcoma. Fenretinide’s anticancer properties and favorable toxicity profiles in multiple organs have led to extensive clinical studies since the drug was first discovered in the late 1960’s. One major limitation of this drug has been its inability to be administered at tolerably uniform and high enough doses to make it sufficiently effective at killing cancer cells. SciTech has addressed this issue through the development of a new drug delivery nanoparticulate medium that, combined with fenretinide, can administer this new compound intravenously (IV) at doses necessary for successful and safe cancer treatment. SciTech hopes to test this approach in other cancers, namely small cell lung cancer, renal cell, ovarian and breast cancers, where prior clinical data suggests that a fully enabled and safe fenretinide product could offer positive treatment results. According to Dr. Timothy Kuzel, a leading clinical and research hematologist and oncologist for patients suffering from cutaneous lymphoma: The new formulation developed by SciTech, is an intravenously administered form of fenretinide.  In reviewing accumulated data and reported experience with fenretinide, it appears that this agent may prove to be a well-tolerated, effective treatment when compared to commonly used chemotherapy regimens. Formal clinical evaluation of [SciTech’s formulation] appears well warranted. 
What is the key product development milestone you seek to fund? 
SciTech seeks to reconfirm the safety and efficacy of fenretinide in its new, enabling delivery format in order to reestablish its clinical potential as a leading, safe candidate for treating numerous cancer types. This will initially be accomplished by conducting clinical trial testing with the product in the coming months.  Based upon past clinical results from major pharma, early efficacy is expected with improved treatment outcomes. Achievement of this clinical outcome would mandate its further testing in a whole host of other cancers that currently have few treatment options.
How will funds be used? 
Funds will be used for manufacturing the drug/drug delivery system. The cost for manufacture is $37,000 and the costs for the ingredients are $23,000. The manufacture of this drug product, to be used for the calibration of its final manufacturing method and as well as final characterization of its chemical makeup, is mandated in order for the company to commence clinical trials. 
What key resources have/will you acquire to facilitate the accomplishment of the above product development milestone? 
Since receiving millions of dollars from National Institutes of Health grants, SciTech has raised $165,000 to finance the ongoing development costs. Further investments of $5M will be required and are currently being raised to support the clinical trial to fully confirm the active drug’s potential. The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is supporting this effort by providing SciTech with the required amounts of fenretinide for use in the clinical trial. This commitment reduces our manufacturing costs by hundreds of thousands of dollars. The NCI is also supporting our efforts for an accelerated FDA approval, further saving us time and money.  The combined resources plus funds raised from this campaign will position SciTech to raise the larger funding levels for the clinical trial. 
If your Technology were to disappear in the Valley of Death funding gap, how might this impact society? 
If SciTech is unable to validate its product’s potential as described above, it’s possible life saving or quality of life benefits would be lost for a whole host of cancer patients whose therapeutic options are limited. Since the drug’s safety and efficacy profile has already been established, not being able to determine its possibilities would be a great loss. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]As per the words of our CEO, Earle Holsapple: Simply put, we have enabled fenretinide, an anticancer agent that has been under development and study for decades. We have combined fenretinide with a new, simple, safe delivery system that overcomes the shortcomings of earlier versions. The collection of decades of laboratory and clinical data make the case for fenretinide’s safety and efficacy. Its use was simply hindered by its inability to be uniformly absorbed by cells. SciTech’s drug/delivery system was designed to overcome this problem and finally enable the delivery of fenretinide, safely at the required dose levels. It simply kills cancer cells while not harming healthy cells. It has both therapeutic and preventive capabilities. It has been proven safe in thousands of patients. The prospect of not being able to bring this enormously promising drug to cancer sufferers is unthinkable.
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