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The SciTech Team 
 
Often the difference between success and failure is the dedication and persistence of the executive team. SciTech 
Development’s principal asset, ST-001 (nanoFenretinide), is guided by a team deeply experienced in the broad portfolio 
of pharmaceutical development, clinical strategy, and scientific formulation. Just as importantly, each member of this 
team is energized and driven to deliver on the promise of fenretinide. 
 
Earle T. Holsapple III, President & Co-Founder - Mr. Holsapple has extensive managerial experience spanning many 

decades in a wide host of industries. He has successfully served as CEO/COO of six profitable 
midsize industrial or consumer products companies ranging in size from $10M to $100M in 
sales. He has managed four corporate turnarounds restoring each company to financial 
health. As an entrepreneur, he has started four new companies ranging in focus from 
international trade to complex life science startups. He presently serves on the Board of 
Directors of a large metallurgical coke company startup. 
 
From a life science industry perspective, he led the Center for Cancer Economic, Technology 
Assessment, Innovation & Development (CETAID) for the Karmanos Cancer Institute (KCI) 

where his team of scientists and clinicians developed numerous new technologies for detecting or treating cancer. 
SciTech is one of those companies that spun out of CETAID/KCI. In his leadership capacity, he also managed the 
development and raised the initial funding (~$17.M) for the SoftVueTM technology. SoftVueTM is a novel breast cancer 
detection product now in massive clinical trials under license with Delphinus Medical Technologies, Inc.   
 
Mr. Holsapple also has experience in leading and raising financing to conduct leverage buyouts of some of the above 
companies. In the case of the startups, he was responsible for raising the capital, from a broad cross section of sources, 
to finance the businesses. 
 
He previously served his country as an air defense officer in the United States Marine Corps rising to the rank of Captain.  
 
Michael Burns, PhD, Senior Vice-President, Product Development - Dr. Burns has nearly 40 years of pharmaceutical 

industry experience that includes R&D, product development, sales & marketing, licensing & 
acquisitions. He is the President and Chief Operating Officer of Ferndale Pharma Group which 
comprises companies that specialize in the development, manufacture, marketing, sale and 
distribution of a wide variety of healthcare products including prescription and over-the counter 
drug products and medical devices. 
 
Dr. Burns was also involved with the startup life science company, Repromedix Corp, a laboratory 
involved in advanced fertility testing and advice. He was responsible for raising the startup capital 
and for the company’s ultimate sale to ReproSource, Inc.   

 
Ralph E. Parchment, PhD, Inventor & Co-Founder - Dr. Parchment is an accomplished pharmacologist 
and the principal inventor of the SciTech drug delivery technology. He presently directs a multi-
laboratory program at the National Cancer Institute (NCI)) in Frederick, MD where he manages the 
effort to create innovative approaches for evaluating and developing new drug compounds. He has 
worked part-time supporting SciTech’s development, patenting and commercialization activities.  
 
He brings a wealth of knowledge, in the field of oncology drug development, to bear on SciTech’s 
behalf. He invented ST-001 while on the faculty of Wayne State University where he was a core 
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leader for KCI; as such, he was granted permission by the NCI to continue working on ST-001 after he joined the NCI 
leadership team. The NCI had expended significant funding in the hope of developing fenretinide into a useful 
therapeutic anticancer agent; therefore, they were motivated to allow his continued support of SciTech’s product 
development effort.  SciTech and the NCI maintain a firewall between the two entities to protect each party’s interests. 
 
Ayad Al-Katib, MD, Medical Director - Dr. Al-Katib is a tenured professor of medicine at the Wayne State University 

School of Medicine (WSUSOM). He is a physician-scientist who’s teaching, research and patient care 
has focused on lymphoma for more than 30 years. He has established and runs the Lymphoma 
Research Laboratory at WSUSOM and has established a number of animal models for human 
lymphoma in severe combined immunodeficiency (SCID) mice. These models are widely sought after 
by pharmaceutical companies to test new treatment agents for lymphoma.  
 
He has extensive leadership experience as Division Head of Hematology-Oncology at WSU, Section 
Chief of Hematology-Oncology at St John Hospital and Medical Center, Medical Director of the Van 
Elslander Cancer Center and the East Region of St John Providence Healthcare Oncology Center of 

Excellence in Michigan.  
 
Moreover, Dr. Al-Katib has published over 130 research papers in peer-reviewed professional journals and is recipient of 
NIH grants to conduct laboratory research and clinical trials testing new anticancer agents.  
 
Dr. Al-Katib is member of several professional societies including the American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO), 
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) and the American Society of Hematology (ASH). He is a registered 
clinical investigator with the US National Cancer Institute (NCI). 
 
Dr. Al-Katib was responsible for designing and crafting the protocol section of SciTech’s Investigational New Drug 
Application (IND) to the FDA. The quality of his work resulted in the FDA approving the protocol and giving SciTech a 
clear path to IND approval. 
 
Andrew Stumpf, Acting CFO - Mr. Stumpf brings 20+ years of experience as a finance professional in private equity, 
investment banking, corporate finance, and public accounting.   
 

Mr. Stumpf serves on the board of directors of a public diversified holding company as a 
member on the audit, compensation and nominating committees.  
 
Mr. Stumpf is a partner with Storm Lake Capital, a private equity firm that invests in middle 
market companies.  His responsibilities include sourcing and evaluating potential investment 
opportunities and structuring transactions.  Mr. Stumpf also performs in a finance capacity for 
several portfolio companies with responsibilities including financial and strategic planning and 
budgeting, financial reporting and year-end audit and tax filings. 
 

Mr. Stumpf’s investment banking experience included mergers and acquisitions and the raising of private capital. 
Andrew also provided valuation services including fairness and solvency opinions to Fortune 500 and middle-market 
companies. Andrew began his career as a CPA with Ernst & Young, LLP in its Audit group in Detroit, performing 
engagements across a diverse client base ranging from private companies to Fortune 500 companies.  
 
Mr. Stumpf earned a Bachelor’s degree in Professional Accounting from Michigan State University and an M.B.A. from 
The Eli Broad Graduate School of Management at Michigan State University. 
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Louis M. Scarmoutzos, PhD - Senior Vice-President, Operations -  Dr. Scarmoutzos brings 20+ 
years’ technology development and commercialization to bear at SciTech. Dr. Scarmoutzos has 
risen from benchtop scientist to increasing levels of management and business development. 
He is Principal Advisor (PA) to the Los Angeles Regional Technology Alliance’s (Larta) Life 
Sciences Technology Group, a PA in the National Institutes of Health and National Science 
Foundation Commercialization Assistance Programs (NIH CAP & NSF CAP) and Founder of MVS 
Solutions and Kollodis BioSciences. 
 
Dr. Scarmoutzos managed the design, construction, assembly, and submission of SciTech’s IND 
application to the FDA. Subsequently, he negotiated, on SciTech’s behalf, with the FDA during the government 
mandated 30-day review period with the outcome leading to the FDA giving SciTech a clear path to IND approval. That 
path was subject to minor corrections and clarifications being provided to the FDA as well as the requirement to 
produce a clinical batch of product in advance of proceeding to clinical trials. His leadership resulted in SciTech 
completing this monumental milestone. 
 
Although formally trained as a Ph.D. Organic Chemist, he also has significant commercialization experience resulting 
from his serving as an advisor to various government commercialization programs where he guides companies in how to 
commercialize their products and raise financing. 
 
Christine D. Copple, PhD - Senior Vice-President, Strategy -  Dr. Copple  brings over three decades of experience as a 

corporate officer and board member in multiple biotechnology enterprises ranging from 
oncology to neural stem cells to pharmaceutical manufacturing equipment and BioMed IT.   
 
Dr.Copple received her  Ph.D. in molecular biology from the University of Birmingham 
Department of Cancer Studies, U.K. then joined the Cold Spring Harbor Labs Cell Laboratory 
under the direction of world renowned Dr. James D. Watson.  With ten years of laboratory 
research experience she has authored scientific articles, two book chapters and two patent 
applications.  

 
As a technology company founder and executive, her responsibilities have included fund raising, business development, 
operations, build out, cGMP manufacturing build/design, regulatory affairs, human resources, international marketing 
and sales, corporate communication, PR, investor relations, legislative liaison and R&D.  She also ran ASM Resources, 
Inc., the seed venture fund of the American Society of Microbiology.  A founder of 2 publicly traded companies 
(Microfluidics, NeuralStem), she currently serves on several private corporate boards including the Washington D.C. 
ArchAngels where she Chairs their Bio-Life Science Caucus. 
 
 
Elizabeth Kraus, Esq., - Attorney, Immix Law Group, General Counsel - Ms. Kraus is the former CEO of a startup 

pharmaceutical cancer research tool company.  She competed internationally in university-
sponsored competitions in support of soliciting funding for this University of Oregon sponsored 
company. Prior to attending law school, she worked for SciTech as a fund-raiser. 
 
She specializes in business and SEC law. Her legal focus is on advising startups on all aspects of 
their business. She was the architect of SciTech’s Convertible Note Round endeavor and she has 
crafted plans for SciTech to avail itself of the new JOBS Act funding tools with a particular focus 
on SEC Regulation D and A+ approaches. 
 

 
Michael W. Young, Clinical & Commercial Consultant - Mr. Young provides SciTech 
management with advice on the path leading to commercialization of ST-001. He brings 
extensive product-specific marketing and operational experience to the team. He also 
has vast experience in the management of multi-center clinical trials.  
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Mr. Young is a leading expert in commercialization and patient advocacy in the field of orphan cancers, specifically 

cutaneous lymphomas. He has been responsible for the launch of several agents in this arena including Targretin® 

(bexarotene) capsules, Targretin® (bexarotene) gel, ONTAK® (denileukin diftitox) and Panretin® (alitretinoin). 

Additionally he has provided commercial launch support for Istodax® (romidepsin), Valchlor® (mechlorethamine), 
and nearly a dozen other anti-cancer agents. He has held several senior management roles with large pharma, 
biotech, and CRO organizations prior to founding biomedwoRx: Life Sciences Consulting. His consultancy provides 
C-Suite level clinical strategy and commercialization expertise to bio-pharma and life science companies around 
the world. 
 
Timothy Kuzel, MD, Principal Investigator - Dr. Kuzel will manage the Phase I multi-center clinical trial of ST-001 in the 

treatment of T-cell lymphoma to confirm ST-001’s safety while reconfirming fenretinide’s efficacy. 
 
Dr. Kuzel is a leading authority on developing innovative immunotherapy treatments for cancer, and 
was appointed professor of internal medicine and Division Chief of Hematology, Oncology and Cell 
Therapy at Rush Medical Center in Chicago, IL in June 2016. Kuzel was previously Director of 
Northwestern University's Driskill Immunotherapy Research Program, was a professor of medicine 
and dermatology at the Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, and oversaw the 
Genitourinary and Cutaneous Oncology Programs at the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer 
Center.  

 
Dr. Kuzel has more than 20 years of developing innovative therapies - especially those that harness the immune system. 
He is a past winner of the American Cancer Society Clinical Oncology Career Development Award and served as 
president of the Illinois Medical Oncology Society. He has authored or co-authored more than 250 journal articles, 
editorials and book chapters and edited a series of leading cancer treatments text books including “Cancer Treatment 
and Research: Immunoconjugate Therapy of Hematologic Malignancies.”  
 
Dr. Kuzel completed his residency in Internal Medicine and a fellowship in hematology/oncology at Northwestern 
University after receiving his medical degree from the University of Michigan. He is board-certified in internal medicine, 
hematology and oncology and is a diplomat of the National Board of Medical Examiners. 


